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A New Genealogical Society in Sweden
BY ANNELIE JONSSON
The Adventure Skaraborg Society was
formed on the 9th of August 2018. The aim
of the society is to encourage and fortify
bonds between Sweden and descendants
of emigrants from mainly Skaraborg
County, and make it possible to connect
relatives.
The location of the Society is in Falköping, Sweden. The members function is
to do genealogy research and convey and
protect family history and native districts.
The Society has six members.
The main reason for the forming of the
Society was to take over the responsibility
for the genealogy/heritage trips Adventure Skaraborg from the Skara municipality in Sweden.
Adventure Skaraborg, was during the
period of April 1st, 2017 – 30th September 2018, a pre-project together with
Skara, Falköping and Tidaholm tourism in
Sweden and the Industrial Partnership
Agreement between Skaraborg and Midwest U.S. The partnership started in 2006
between the City of Lidköping and the
City of Rockford, IL. The agreement has
been updated and expanded and has an
appointed International Business De-

veloper who alternates her time between
Skaraborg County and the Rockford area,
assisting companies and organizations to
grow locally by working globally.
The genealogy trip Adventure Skaraborg is an outcome of that partnership.
The trip Adventure Skaraborg is a
genealogy travel package that allows the
participants to find their roots in the
County of Skaraborg, combined with
touring Swedish historical and cultural
highlights with their own guide. The trip
is customized for everyone who travels
on the trip.
The trips have so far taken place at the
end of August and at the beginning of September. In 2017 the first genealogy trip
took place with six participants, in 2018
the group had nine participants. They came
from different places in the U.S.
The 2018 members came from California, Nebraska, Florida, Illinois, Colorado, Maryland, Washington D.C, Wisconsin, and British Columbia in Canada.
The Adventure Skaraborg Society
would like to develop more genealogy
trips. We would like to offer not just one
big trip once a year, but make it possible

for Swedish-Americans to find their roots,
walk in their forefathers’ footsteps, and
hopefully meet relatives of today by themselves or in family groups.
The Society is looking forward to
collaborate with all who are interested.

Some facts:
Among all emigrants from Sweden, an
estimated 70,000 persons were born in
Skaraborg County, and emigrated to North
America, mostly to the United States.
Around 4% of today’s citizens in the
U.S. Federal Census of 2000 count themselves as Swedish descendants. There are
about 327 million inhabitants in the U.S.
About 13 million are Swedish-Americans.
Of those an estimate is that some 700,000
are descendants of immigrants born in

Contact information
Adventure Skaraborg
c/o Annelie Jonsson
Åttagårdsgatan 6 A
SE-521 44 Falköping
Sweden
Skaraborg County, Sweden.

Cherryl Troy, Chicago, traveler 2019. She is holding
a photo of the house her farfar Axel Karlberg was
born in in 1879. She is standing on the spot where
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The house Axel Karlberg was born in. This is what it looks like today. It was relocated from Ekedalen to
Gerum, Tidaholm, but unfortunately, the man who should work with the house died.
In front of the house Ove Norell and Cherryl Troy.
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